[image: ]Cultivating Hispanics and African Americans’ reading, math and science
Elementary School Girls’ Conference

May 30, 2011

Dear Participant:

This letter is requesting your participation in the up-coming “Cultivating Hispanics and African Americans’ Reading, Math and Science” (CHARMS) Conference for Elementary School Girls, which is being held on Saturday, September 10, 2011 at 110-111 Koldus Building, Texas A&M University in College Station, Texas. See enrollment form for details.

The CHARMS Conference for Elementary Girls seeks to address the needs of Hispanic and African American Girls in the core subjects of reading, mathematics, and science by collaborating directly with schools about how well girls are performing on TAKS tests in grades 3-5, sharing success strategies between schools representing various districts, and developing action plans with schools that seek to improve student performance. 

The purpose of the CHARMS Conference is two-fold: to partner with schools across Texas to improve Hispanic and African American elementary school girls’ achievement, and to educate education stakeholders on careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM), where girls are currently underrepresented. By providing resources in STEM careers to administrators, teachers, and parents of elementary-aged girls CHARMS staff seeks to encourage more young girls to pursue careers in these fields.

The objective of the CHARMS Conference is to provide stakeholders from various districts an opportunity to analyze girls’ performance on specific TAKS objectives in reading, mathematics, and science; evaluate current practices that facilitate girls’ achievement in these subjects; and develop strategies to increase the number of girls that meet the standard for learning objectives in each subject.

The goal is to have representatives from every school pinpoint where additional support for Hispanic and African American girls’ is needed, develop workable action plans to meet the goal for improvement, know the value of increasing female representation in STEM careers, and have resources to distribute to girls regarding careers in STEM fields.




The requirements for participation include:
1. Providing CHARMS staff with local TAKS data by gender, ethnicity, grade and TAKS objective from Spring 2005 to Spring 2011 academic years;
2. Bringing a team consisting of 1 administrator, 2 teachers, and 2 parents.  Each participant on the team will received a stipend for attending the conference to help defray travelling expenses.   

We are requesting that your school take part in this workshop-based conference. We need your support!

We need your favorable reply no later than, Monday, August 19, 2011.(Deadline extended)

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (979)777-1816, if you have any questions. My email address is plarke@tamu.edu. 

Sincerely,

Patricia J. Larke 
Patricia J. Larke, Professor
CHARMS, Director
Texas A&M University
Department of Teaching, Learning and Culture
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Elementary School Girls’ Conference - Enrollment Form
When: Saturday, September 10, 2011
9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
Where: 110-111 Koldus Building, Texas A&M University
College Station, TX 77843-4232
Please complete the form below if your school will be able to participate in this conference promoting academic achievement of Hispanic and African American girls in elementary school.
	School Name & Address:
	
	
	
	

	Attendees
	School Affiliation
	E-mail Address
	Phone Number
	Street Address City/State/Zip

	
	Principal or any 
Administrator
	
	
	

	
	Teacher
	
	
	

	
	Teacher
	
	
	

	
	Parent
	
	
	

	
	Parent
	
	
	


All participants will receive a stipend for attending the conference to help defray travelling expenses.
School districts within a 200 mile radius from TAMU will receive $100 per participant.
School districts within a 201 to 400 mile radius from TAMU will receive $150 per participant.
School districts that are over a 400 miles radius from TAMU will receive $200 per participant.
Please forward  the completed form by August 19, 2011(Deadline extended) to: plarke@tamu.edu 

	No Cost to Participants 
· STEM-related materials for attendees to share with school girls 
· Activities for girls grades 3-5
· Continental Breakfast & Lunch Provided
· Stipend  for attending the conference
	CONTACT 
Dr. Patricia J. Larke
Professor, Texas A&M University
(979)777-1816
plarke@tamu.edu
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